How the GPO is updated on the computers
GPO inherited from AD is refreshed on the computers by several ways:
1. Logon to computer (If the settings are of "user settings" in GPO)
2. Restart of the computer (If the settings are of "computer settings" in GPO)
3. Every 60 to 90 minutes, the computers query their DC for updates.
4. Manually by using gpupdate command. You can add the /force switch to force all settings and not only the delta.
Note: Windows 2000 doesn't support the Gpupdate command so you need run a different command instead:
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Secedit /refreshpolicy machine_policy




for computer settings.
[image: image2.wmf]

Secedit /refreshpolicy user_policy




for user settings.
In both commands you can use the /enforce that is similar to the /force in gpupdate.
If any configuration change requires a logoff or a restart message will appear:



You can force logoff or reboot using gpupdate switches.
How to check that the GPO was deployed
To be sure that GPO was deployed correctly, you can use several ways. The term for the results is called RSoP – Resultant Sets of Policies.
1. Use gpresult command in the command prompt.
The default result is for the logged on user on that machine. You can also choose to check what is the results for other users on to that machine. If you use /v or /z switches you will get very detailed information.
You can see what GPOs were applied and what GPOs were filtered out and the reason for not being deployed.
[image: image4.wmf]

Microsoft (R) Windows (R) XP Operating System Group Policy 

Copyright (C) Microsoft Corp. 1981-2001

Created On 04/24/2005

RSOP results for XPPRO\Administrator on XPPRO: Logging Mod

-------------------------------------------------------------------------

OS Type:

Microsoft Windows XP Professio

OS Configuration:

Member Workstation

OS Version:

5.1.2600

Domain Name:

NWTRADERS

Domain Type:

WindowsNT 4

Site Name:

N/A

Roaming Profile:

Local Profile:

C:\Documents and Sett

Connected over a slow link?

No



COMPUTER SETTINGS

-------------------------

Last time Group Policy was applied: 04/24/2005

Group Policy was applied from:      london.nwtraders.msft

Group Policy slow link threshold:   500 kbps



Applied Group Policy Objects

--------------------------------

Default Domain Policy

Raanana WSUS Updates

Local Group Policy



The following GPOs were not applied because they were filter

----------------------------------------------------------------------------

Raanana XP SP2 Behavior

Filtering:  Not Applied (Empty)



The computer is a part of the following security groups:

--------------------------------------------------------------

BUILTIN\Administrators

Everyone

Debugger Users

BUILTIN\Users

NT AUTHORITY\NETWORK

NT AUTHORITY\Authenticated Users



USER SETTINGS

--------------

Last time Group Policy was applied: 04/24/2005

Group Policy was applied from:      N/A

Group Policy slow link threshold:   500 kbps



Applied Group Policy Objects

--------------------------------

Local Group Policy



The user is a part of the following security groups:

----------------------------------------------------

Everyone, BUILTIN\Administrators, Remote Desktop Users, BUIL

NT AUTHORITY\INTERACTIVE, NT AUTHORITY\Authenticated U




2. Resultant Set of Policy snap-in in MMC.
The snap-in has two modes:
Logging mode which tells you what are the real settings that were deployed on the machine
Planning mode which tells you what will be the results if you choose some options.
This option is not so compatible because you need to browse in the RSoP data to find the settings.



1. Group Policy Results in GPMC.
This is the most comfortable option that let you check the RSoP data on every computer or user from a central location. This option also displays the summary of the RSoP and Detailed RSoP data in HTML format.



In the example above example you can see the summary of applied or non applied GPOs both of computer and user settings.
When looking at the Settings tab we can see what settings did applied on the computer and see which is the "Winning GPO" that actually configured the computer with the particular setting. 
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