    Find Inactive Computers In Active Directory  

Purpose/Objective:

This document describes the process to find the Inactive Computer in our Active Directory. We are considering this document for Windows Server 2003 environment.
Normally we always receive query to find Inactive Computers in our Active Directory. 
Active Directory can easily get littered with unused computers in large organizations. We can easily find those computers through a simple command line.

On computers with the Server 2003 Support Tools installed, you can use dsquery to find inactive computers. To download the Windows Server 2003 SP1 Administration Tool Pack use the below link:

http://www.microsoft.com/downloads/details.aspx?familyid=e487f885-f0c7-436a-a392-25793a25bad7&displaylang=en 

Steps:

Logon to the server using your domain administrator login id   and    click on Start -> Run:
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Open the command prompt to run the command:
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For example to find computers that have been inactive for 13 weeks, you can use 
Dsquery computer -inactive 13 -limit 0
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It will generate the computer list (in LDAP Format) for the entire directory as shown below:
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If you want to export the report on a text file you can use: 

Dsquery computer -inactive 13 -limit 0 >>Local_Drive:\Inactive.txt
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Open the text file in the excel format and apply filter to organize it according to your respective OU.

You’ll want it for other uses such as diagnosing active directory problems anyway so it’s good to have.
Now check for computer that hasn’t logged in a period of time – the example below uses 8 weeks – from the command line enter:
Dsquery computer -inactive 8 -limit 0

After reviewing the computers name, make sure these computers no longer exist on your network you can use the following command to find and delete them:
Dsquery computer -inactive 8 -limit 0 | dsrm –noprompt
The command will automatically delete them from AD. 
